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‘The Railway Of Death 
Chapter 2 Entist—or Erse! 











Fazer, 
CROWD OF HIS 

A BUT TIES, ANO IT LOOKS LIKE THEY'RE 
SPOILING FOR A FIGHT, CHUNK? 





GHINK MEGRORY WAS IN FUNDS THAT DAY. 
Ge his CROWES AND WAS STUFFED TO THE Gi 
A GATTLE-ROYAL WAS ALL HE NEEDED TO 


Ta 
tie Ware Bodie SALMON AND Chas ~ 
MAKE His CONTENTMENT COMPLETE +=. 
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SHOULDERS SWINGING, BIG FISTS BUNCHED. x 
Bia Rie MES US AS WELLS AEGON fo MACCAO 


3 

















YEARS OF FEUOING LAY BENING THEM. HOW IT HAD ALL BEGUN NO ONE COULD 
Riottiy Say. GUT STREET GY STREET “THE SHAMBLES" HAD TAKEN SIDES + 


“Hie DISTRICT WAS PRETTY EVENLY DIVIDED IN ITS LOYALTIES » 











4 The Railway Of Death 










SURGED AFTER HIM. Cut PLACE Zi 
SQUaREO UPTO MEET THE SHOCK OF THE LAST Weeic My WINOOW 
ONRUSH. + Was-A USTED? 











MEGRORY THRUST THE FRANTIC ITALIAN ASIDE, AND UST ABOUT HAD TIME TO 
UNWIND A CLUBBING BLOW AS GALBRAITH HURTLED STRAIGHT AT 

















EROM OM ALLEYS, FROM THE SLEAZY 
(ENS. OF TENEMENT BUILDINGS » 
ORCEMENTS POURED FORTH NY 
"ERING. RESPONSE 





TH 
iS BAND «NOT FOR LONG, THOUG! 
SRORY HAD 
ANS Astocer 
WAS DRUMMING ‘THEN UP 
RAMSAY) ECtC FOR SHOR” 









‘ste ae AD. Hig Mok 
t 
ed oF ST THEIR LICKS | 
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GLE NES NOGRORY TURNED, TO LOOK SHEEPIGHLY AT A VISITOR WHO HAD CALLED ON 
HER ONLY ‘TES AGO. SED VISITOR STRANGELY OUT OF 
BUACE I THAT WILD. NEIGHOOURMOOD 











‘A TERRITORIAL OFFICER, JAMES 
Tyan 


‘CRAWFORD HAD. 
ATs NINTERESTEO 
BACK mM SCOTLANG AE TER AN ABSENCE, Or TWO YE; 
OF THOSE He HAD TRIED TO HELP N FORMER DAYS: 
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FORE LONG A TAUT-FACEL 
TEASED LIMG OF 





7 THERE'S A SHINOY_N THE 
Tey 








THE BOUCE WENT ACTION == IN A BIG WAY. THEY SWOOPED DOWN ON THE 


INTO ACTION 
OISTRICT GY THE CAR-LOAD, ANO ON FOOT. + 











8 The Railway Of Death 
Sa RST Re Taea Ty Sun THER ESCAPE WAS” EOE 
LUESUNISORMED STALWARTS « 


AY,yerre ) yg 
Ruger / | 

















OB, NCE: MCGRORY AND GALORAITH WERE IN AGREGMENT..60 WERE THEIR 
Seepoet SOLO ANIMOSITIES FORGOT” ahs TO weet A COMMON, 














The Railway Of Death 
TT WAS WITH A SOMBRE EXPRESSION ON HIS FACE THAT JAMES CRAWFORD JOINED] 
A GROUP OF RESPECTABLE GYSTANDGRS WHO -MAD GATHERED. TO WaToH THE 
PARTERMATH OF THE UISTURGANCE sre 


WHAT THOSE MAYBE THEY'LL SOON 





1 HATE TO SEE EM 








STON GY THE THGEE SERVICENEN GAVE THE LGU TENANT. 


TH A. 





(T'S AN UNDERTAKING 
Zs WOULDN'T GE PREPARED 
To FACE ~- NOT AT ANY 
PRICE: NEVERTHELESS TLL OO 
‘as YOU ASK ANO REFER IT 
“ro THE POWERS-THAT-6E. 








10 The Railway Of Deatn 


THE_ARMY. NIGHER-UPS APPROVED CRAY 7S PLAN.7 THOUGH HESITANTLY. 
CONS ERSE NE HE CES 25 Be Fe FRSC ATOR FCAT» PRSCECU TING OFRCIAL 
fa'the SCOTTISH LEGAL SYSTEM ©-= 








AS | UNDERSTAND IT, YOUR PRECISELY ~~ AND THE 
REGIMENT HAS BEEN = NUCLEUS OF 1 WOULO 6G 
1 AUTHORISED ‘TO RAISE ANOTHER THE MEN WHO ARE IN 
BATTALION AND YOU ARE CUSTODY BECAUSE OF THAT 
PROPOSING TT SHOULO BE RECENT STREET-GATTLE. 
RECRUITED ENTIRELY FROM =| GIVEN THE OPTION, 1 FANCY 
THE NETHERBURN AREA. THEY'S BE WILLING TO 


ANTICIPATE “THEIR CALL-UP 
‘AND ENLIST. FORTHWITH == IN 
PREFERENCE TO. SERVING 
"A JAIL SENTENCE « 





















WELL. [T MIGHT 6€ BOSSIBLE TO GIVE THEM SUCH 
ANOPTION == ARTER THE MEARING OF “THE CASE =~ANO 
IE COURT'S APPROVAL, OF COURSE. GUT | HOPE 
IAT YOU'D “BE TAKING ON, COLONEL - 

















“THEM INTO A MILITARY UNIT. 





The Railway Of Death 





PROCURATOR FISCAL TAS NFORMED. ME 
THAT AN ARMY OFFICER IS. HERE TO 
‘Speake ON YOUR BEHALF 
























LIEU TENANT- COLONEL CRAWFORD WAS. 
CALLED, FIRCD WITH ENTHUSIASM FOR THE 

EXPERIMENT He WAS SO ANXIOUS TO MAKE, 
Be OweeT ONT WITH THE PERSUASIVENESS, 
OF AN IDEALIST. 








PROPOSITION OFFERS 
THESE MEN A REAL 





CHANCE. OF REQEEMING Very WELL) COLONEL» THE 
SHEMSeLves, ACCUSED WILL “BE GIVEN THE 
BECOMING USEFUL CHOICE ~~ EITHER. OF GOING “TO. 
MEMBERS OF SOCIETY BRISON, OR ENLISTING IN ‘YOUR 


Mitcanw auneerries | | UNIT, BUT IF CTHeY ACCEPT THE 
HAVE. SANCTIONED IT RAT TER. ALTERNATIVE « 
1 RespectruLe VSNCERCLY TRUST YOU'LL NEVER 
REQUEST. YOU “TO REGRET HAVING. PINNED YOUR, 
OTHE SAME + FAITH IN THEN. 
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CHUNK MEGRORY AND FIZZER GALBRAITH ANO “THOSE, 
HEM GATING 1 








WHO STOOD NOI 
WERE Now Ort HE ISSUE, TOO ~= IN HOARSE UNDER TONES 


ENLIST IS 1 > Some WELL ALL SE CALLED UP INA FEW 
CHOICE J JOINING “THE ich Tie, ANYWAY, BESIDES 
ARMY WOULD BE AS 4 ui 


‘AS GOINS TO 
THe Nike 








3 im 
SOS Stee way We WANTED + 















































THEY ACCEPTED THE ALTERNATIVE TO JAIL. SO Ol ThE REST OF THEIR CRONIES: 
MUG CAME AETER THEM] THAT WAS HOW LIEUTENANT-COLONEL CRAWFORO'S UNIT 


=D FOR BETTER OR WORSE 





TF GRIEF! ARE 


HAT'S “THE GENERAL 
MANOR. 1 AGRE! 
THE VERY DICKENS 


TERt 
EIT THROUGH « 
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TWAS A TOUGH 08 ALL RIGHT. TRUNG TO BUILD'A BATTALION OUT OF SUCH 
MATERIAL . GUT JAMES CRAWFORD TACKLED Fr WITH FINESSE, AND +~STARTUINGLY«~ 
He MADE CHUN” Mc GagieY AND Pi2Zen GALERNTH UP TO SERGEANTS AS SOON 

















USUTERANT. COLONEL, CRAWFORD AND 1S SUBORONATE OFRCERS HAD GOOD CAUSE 
WINCE AS THEY WATCHED CHUNK AND FIZZER ORILL THEIR SQUAD’ 
AND, LOOK AT THER, PLATOONS! 
ALC OUT OFSTED) RIFLES AT ANY 
‘OLO_ ANGLE 7 I'VE NEVER SEEN, A 
MORE SLOVENLY TURN-OUT / 








Z oe e 
6 VERTHE em 
F oe By 
Ly AND MCGRORY. IM POSITIVE 
ZAIN eats TROTITUDE FoR LEADERSHIP. 
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CRAWFORD WAITED TLL THE TWO NEW SERGEANTS CALLED THEIR MEN TO A HAPHAZ 
BACT, THEN Me APPROACHED PIZZeR. THe OTHER OFFICERS COULD) HARDLY BELEYE 





IR EARS WHEN THEY HEARD THE 


WELL DONE, GALBRAITH: YOU'VE THE MAKINGS O§ 
IRST-RATE N.C.0. ALL RIGHT. THA’ 

PROMISNS SALAS YOU NAVE, TOO. VEGRORY AND 
HIS PCATOON WERENT GAG’ EITHER, THOUGH NOT 
UP TO YOUR STANDARD, OF COURSE .. 

























The Railway Of Death 1s 


GUREWOLY INTHE WEEKS THAT, THERE THEY GO ON THER FIRST 
FOLLOWED, CRAWFORD FOSTERED ROUTE MARCH, SIR. MLL ADMIT 
A-COMPETITIVE SPIRIT. 








NO, DON'T DO THAT, 


| MIGHT 8S 
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The Railway Of Death 








THAT EVENING, ON THEIR RETURN FROM THE ROUTE MARCH, CHUNIGAND FIZZER PAID 
A_NON-COURTESY CALL ON THE REGMENTAL SERGEANT MAJOR. “ONCE, 
WAS ONG OF THE RARE OCCASIONS WHEN MCGRORY AND GALGRAITH SEEMED TO BE 


ACCORD = 





NOW WELL SEE SOME 
FIREWORKS, LAOS) CHUNIC 
AND FizZeR ARE ALL SET 
To" soRT OUT THE 
UPPERTY -5-M~ 





HEY, YOU IN THERE 
WHATS “THis ABOUT. 

CUABPINY Me AND MCGRORY 
ON A CHARGE > 








TWAS TALK THar sures A Chane, 
SuTeD GRANT, To0) Reo. 
StarreO ROUND The BELLS TENT ANO 
BECKONED GALGRAITH AFTER HIM... 








YE QO, DO YER wee 
1 CHANGED 


MY MIND? 


I'S A LUCKY THING 
FoR You: Eve HAONA, 
PO-HAVE INVITED YE TO 
FoRGer THAT FANTOOSH 
BAGGE ON YOUR SLEEVE 
“ANO STEP ROUND THE 
BACK OF THE TENT 


















WHAT'S GOT INTO 





Bizzer HAVE ALL 
THe CREOIT FOR 
GIVING “THE R.S. 

A SHELLACKING = 


FAIR'S FAIR, WEE 
Eck. DIO Ye'eveR 











KNOW (ME TO “FAK AN. 
UNFAIR ADVANTAGE P 
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WITH SHOULDERS HUNCHED AND AN EXPECTANT GATTLE-GLEAM IN HIS EYE» 

FIZZER HOBNAILED HIS WAY OUT OF SIGHT BEHING THE TENT. THERE Was "a 
SCUFFLING OF FEET, THE CUCL THUD OF A FIST SLAMMING INTO FLESH AND 
BONE... ANO FIZZER REAPPEARED / 














POINNA _, 
BELIEVE IT! 








EIZZER SAILEO THROUGH THE AIR ANO LANOEO WITH A THUMP THAT RAISED 
THE Dust. NE LAY SPREAD-EAGLED, MOUTH AJAR, EVES SCREWED SHUT... 











WELL, NCGRORY. Tes NA FRIEND ONE 
would YSo cane ERSEAN TE MavOR. INE HAD 
TOTS Fe SEESERS ae rel er tak usr 
Nei PERS RR aN Bee eacier 
ts : 
is eat ‘CHAMP OF "THE ARMY. 
aLAa 
Tf EB a, 
i WELL MLL 
‘ Be exsHED ! 
VE } CHUNK?S A 
! j I Fone Au. 
ra Cp wae | 
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Giapter 2, RIFF -RAFF 





THREE MONTHS LATER, wilh GASIC TRAINING OVER, UEUTENANT- COLONEL 
CRAWFORD'S UNIT WAS POSTED SOUTH TO JOIN A BRIGADE THAT INCLUOED 
A'BATTALION OF THE GUAROS ... 








LOOK WHAT THE wIND'S: 
BLOWN IN OW You EVER, 
See A SHOWER Like THAT P, 


1 HEARO ABOUT THEM 
LAST TIME. | WAS ON 
LEAVE. THEY'RE FROM A 
DUMP CALLED. NETHERBURN, A 
ROUGH QUARTER IN My HOME — 
TOWN, FULL_OF STREET- GANGS. 
THe NETHERSUAN NEOS, THAT 
WAS ‘OUR NICKNAME FOR THEM « 








TWO UNITS LE THESE INTO CLOSE 





TAK’ A SQUINT AT THOSE SNOOTY 

GUAROSMEN! SEE “THE WAY THEYRE 

LOOKIN’ DOWN THEI NOSES AT US 
SWELL- HEADED SO-ANO- S0'S 7 


Rawr STAnON 
os Ace w 


We HAVE 
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Te a SON OF See SRAM, CAN EE HOSS Ba DO AERED AS 
SAW, A. KNOT OF THESE GUARUSMEN..; MAJESTIC IN STATURE» = 

















HE AQVANCED TOWARDS THEM: CLUWEINGLY, THERE They. SSIS a Wot SPETess| 


BEUTS AND. GAITERS; SPARKLING BUCKLES, BURNISHED 
BooTs SGuune STAGED ‘gettision Wen Sine GROUP OF GUARDSMEN ‘sO 
CRAMMED HIS HEEL HaRO DOWN ON ONE OF THOSE SHINING TOE-CAPS « 
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a 
GUL WeUTRALN His SeuTNENTS. a 
CANTEEN MANAGED 16, PRISE HIMSELE Leste ROM tee| 
OVERWHELMED. BY A\ SUDDEN RUSH Sco 


1S THE NETHERBURN NEDS 
A_BUNCH OF JEM HAVE PICKED bu 
‘SOME OF OUR BOYS! COME ON 

















AT_THAT SAME MOMENT, FIZZER GALBRAITH ANO SEVERAL OF HIS CLOSE. 
ASSOCIATES "SHOWED UP. THEY HAD SCANT ESTEEM Fog CHUN ANG His 
GRORED (SPiniTS “= GUT sritk LBoS FOR THE GUAROSMEN. ANO“A RIGHT 
WAS A FIGH 7 mH : 


‘lil \ | 
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SOON THE GREATER PART “TALIONS HAD BECOME INVOLVED AND 
SERICERS ANG WARRANT Prices CO ERSES ONDTHE AREA"OF THE 
ROUS MELEE BENT ON RESTORING ORDER - 














CONFOUND THOSE ROUGH NECKS OF 
MING? THEY Woez Kick OVER THE 
ACES 











The Ralfway Of Death 





TEAL Gat O5 PRE: OD, WHAT IDE VOICES OF OFFICERS AND WARRANT OFFICERS 
GEAR SOL BO. THE FRACAS OED DOWN: BUCKET-CARRYING PARTIES WERE 
FORMED ~~ MAINLY BY GUARDSMEN + 





GNE A Ha 
CHUNIE 
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STO THE ONE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
BLAZE WAS GROUGHT UNOER 











NING YOU! AS A RESULT 








The Raltway Of Oeath 2s 















ARIES WERE SETTING FORTH ON A TRAINING EXERCISE. ‘DeGrr 
EYES ANO GRUISED FACES, THEY WERE MARCHING WITH SUPERS PRECISION: 





E COMMENT FROM FIZZER GALGRATTH CAUGHT CHUNCS EAR, THER CATE cx 
Look ar em! we 
ALE 


‘INNA TELL ME 
WANT 1S ABE A Pati 
OF FLAMING ROSOTS 

Cie THEM, FIZZER 
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CRANFORD WAS RIGHT, OF COURSE, ALTHOUGH FEW OF THOSE NN THE RANKS 
SENS VAL OT WSUS FAVE Ra owlesseb tt 





-eaES ST TaN 
7 cass Sis, Eee, BP 
CAs Serine KEEPING 
pete 
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Tas QESTNATON WAS STL A SECRET, TO THE 
BATTALION WHEN THEY BOAROEO A TR: 


wish we 
KNEW WHERE WE 
WERE ‘GOING - 


| am 





WERE OUT TO SEA WITH AN ESCORT OF QESTROYERS 
BOUND 


THEY, 
BEFORE IT WAS OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED. 
FOR THE Fak EAST. THEIR 








Sine = FIGHT THE JA\ 
THEY'LL NOU HA 
PEACE ESS OWN WA wen rs = Sx ‘ 


Ger ro Gaies. Wit THEM KW 
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SOON, BECAME. ACCUSTOMED TO. LIFE ABOARD. SUR —~ AND “TO_WEARI 


THEY 
THE "LIGHTWEIGHT TROPICAL KIT ISSUED TO THEM. | THEY. 
THER SEA-LEGS WHEN “THE TRANSPORT TOUCHED CEYLON + 


ING. 
iG SINCE FOUND, 





NOW THEY'RE 
ORAE TES To THE BURM, 
FRONT ALONG WITH US 


















Tee VEN A The GaNGWar, 
GeLgNSCO TS. Tal FIRST BATTALION OF 
Pa UNITY REGIMENT. HOM 











Bix 















= 


aN 








THEMSELVES - 
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BOF THE 
YOU. CAN GUESS WHAT_A LOAD 
OF SCUM THE REST OF THEM 

MUST SE. 








THAT OID IT! CHUNK ANO FizzeR 
ANO THEIR FELLOW NON-COMS MOVED. 
EROM THE RAIL. THEIR BLOOD WAS UP! 
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BEZER GALSRATTIN'S FIST BANGED HOME WITH A FORCE THAT SLAMMED THE 
(TO. OBLIVION. HET THE DECK WITH A 
RESOUNDING “THUD CAND Tas Fat SPARKED OFF A TEMPESTUOUS FREE-FOR-ALL 








SRE RS MT OS Ah 
AWAY WITH (Tf 
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THE TRANSPORTS TANNOY SYSTEM CARRIEO THE ALARM TO ALL PARTS OF THE 
VESSEL, THE RUMPUS BETWEEN THE KHAKI-CLAD RIVALS CEASED ABRUPTLY «++ 





Here rr is! crivens f 
1 CAN see [TS io) CAN SEE 
PERISCOPE / ATORPEDO THAT. 
SAS THOUGH 
Tr HAS OUR 
NUMBER ON,AT / 





CREWS OF THE TROOPSHIP ANO HER ESCORTH 
WERE INA BEVER OF ACTIVITY =~ + 


ABEEr Y 
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im Me THE NFosPeBo SCRAPED 
5Y MISSING HER BY INCHES. 








Sy 
TA Was 
ose? 








THE QESTROYERS WERE. ALREADY RACING TOWARDS “The JAP SUBMARINE. [TON 
SOIC NSTRUMENTS KEPT TRACK <2 AND PLUME OERTH CHARGES WERE 
Eeaseo: FROM THE GRITISH ESCORT-VESSELS TO POUND PROWLER'S: 











The Railway Of Death 





HEAVLY OAMAGED. THE _EUEMY CRAP T WAS FORCED To SURFACE. GUT IT WAS STH 
MENACE, “THE CONNING TOWER OPENED ANO SQUAT FIGURES: 
e8reo Gur TO MAN THE ‘Siemanne’s ARMAMENT. BRtTiod GANNERS WERE 
THE READY, HOWEVER 








LANES INTO “THE: 


mi JAP. 
rican WATCHING te BELLOWED, pee 
N WAGNG 
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FROM THE ENEMY VESSEL. ANO WHEN A PATCH OF OF 

GRAVE fas ‘SHE HAD 
“EXCEPT. A CERTAIN OEGREE OF COMRADESHIP HER ATTEMPTED 
“TROOPSHIE 











CABIN THEY SHARED, CRAWFORD AND HIS_SECONO-N: 
Mek NER WER RS NCEE TED ToRN RENTS HAD TAKER 





HEC) ‘ON. 
FUSE Sab Sus srowed We TOOm 


NOK 
"ARE STARTING TO ACQURE sone, 
Be SORT OF REGIMENTAL PRIDE. 
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Chapter s. BATTLE-FEVER 


2 EGY WEEKS AFTER REACHING ROW. WHERE TiEY UNOERWENT SPECIALISED 
TRAINING IN THE GRIM PRINGPL 











TRAMBU AND JUKL MACHRE GINS SCQUAGED THE ERTTISH POSITIONS WITH WicKeD 


SOURIS OF TRACER ---SULLETS ‘SPAT TERED "THE PARAPET OF A’ SUIT occuPie 
Bx OUR MEGHORY; YOUNG UEUTENANT WHO WAS HIS PLATOON COMMANOER 
ANO THE LATTER'S BATMAN. ++ 





THE JAPS ARE GIVING US A 
WELCOME, SERGEANT MCGRORY. 
BUT. fs NOTHING To WHAT GOROON'S, RIGHT: 
WELL Bish OUT TO THEM MEOROLNS BHT 
BEFORE VERY LONG. Warr TO Ge AT THE 
CAPTLE vELLOW 
SEVIS WP THIS 
STEN O' MINE 
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Fie AL no Sek BA BANS ATTACK: THEY HAD REHEARSED TT. 
ZON 















SEROWG THE GRITS GIRS TANDERED Gown nO Te al 
SLASHED GEYSERS ERUPTED Ay FOX: HOLES AND, ounce 
RAB UNIFORM OF 
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[THAT SALVO STRUCK, THE ITIAL CHORD IN A MONSTROUS CONCERTO, OF DEATH 

ANO OESTRUCTION. ABOVE THE GRITISH ERONT LING, THE AIR CAME ALE WET 

GAB WMISPERNG RUSTCE OF CEASELESS. FLIGHTS .OF SHELLS. THE JAP POSITIONS 
HOLOCAUST = 





{THIN | HEAR 

: MORTARS COMING, INTO ACTION | 

Ghee TO"se AT THE WRONG y BEHIND US, TOO. THEY'LL THICKEN UP 
END OF THAT BARRAGE / THe BOMBARDMENT AND SEARCH 


WHATCA HAMMERING / Wee AN Out THE JAPS IN THEIR BURROWS » 





WITHOUT LET-UP) BRITISH GUNNERS AND MORTARMEN CONTINUED TO RAIN LHGH 
EXPLOSIVES (ON “THE ENEMY. “THE JAP CLINGS WERE STILL SHUODERING UNDER A 
GELUGE OF SHELLS AND BOMBS WHEN DAYBREAK TINTED THE EASTERN SKY... 


ZS 1s 17. 
FORWARO, MEN,Y 
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KHAKI FIGURES BEGAN TO FOOT-SLOG THEIR WAY ACROSS NO MAN'S CANO WN 
EXTENDED UNE. THEY TRUOGEO UNHURREDLY GUT STEADFASTLY TOWARDS “THE 
RAGING, ROARING INFERNO THAT MARKEO THE ENEMY POSITIONS » 









YE HEARD LIEUTENANT 
GoROON? ne eR STuves!| 
COME. ON, TAK" DIRECTION 
FROM THE RIGHT AN, 
STRAIGHTEN /YERSELVES 








ALL AT ONCE THE GRITSH WERE UNDER ERE THEMSELVES. JAP MORTARS AND, 
ARTELERY ZEROED ON THEM. FROM FORWARD POSITIONS » ENEMY INFANTRYMEN 
WO HAD SURVIVED “THe BRITISH SARRAGE CUT LOOSE WITH RELES -— WiTH 


STILL SeeMS TO BE. PLENTY 
‘OTHE SAPS ALIVE “AND. 


taGen ASL Be NO 
prewie 
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GEUTENANT-COLONEL CRAWFORD WAS QUICK TO.NOTE A HINT OF UNSTEADINESS 
ANONG HIS _MEN- PROMPTLY, He MOVED UP WITH HIS OROER-GROUP ..- 















CRAWFORD KNEW HIS MEN ~- THE ONE-TIME LOUTS 
GAVERERS STIFFENED.” THE WHOLE BATTALION MOVED ONW, 
THE GRITISN GARRAGE LIFTED. 
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THEY, FOUGHT THER Way THROUGH A CURTAN OF HOT METAL NO EIGHTY YARDG| 
FROM “THE ENEMY THEY GROKE INTO A FEROCIOUS GAYONET- CHARGE 











BRITISH TASK WAS THE RECAPTURE OF A RIOGE THE IAPS HAO 


Tes 
REISE SRE Wk MELEE BEIT S A PRB Coe 
Spas EASUESe Bindi tiene fe Witeolses EREAN Se uN 
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EDGED “ACCENTS_OF “THEIR BACKZALLEY, ORIGNS; MCCRORY] 
LUSTER OF BASHA HUTS TO WINKLE 








» Eb 
caus, EH E 











. 


2a, 

















FIRST 10 GAN He SUMMIT OF THE RIOGE WERE TWO PLATOONS FROM THE SAME 
GWM MCGRORY. THE OTHER WAS THE PLATOON 


SOMPANY. “ONE WAS LE 
COMMANDED BY LIEUTENANT MITCHELL «+ 





LET'S GET AFTER 
vEM, SIR? RORY 
ARE 
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CUPPING HIS HANOS, AROUND TIS MOUTH, LIEUTENANT 
Sirrcnete HAILED CHUNIC PEREMPTORILY «++ 


GET_BACK UP HERE, 
MCGRORY / THAT'S 
“AN ORGES 
. a 
F 4 





(Wn Z 
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A, SuIEZARO OF LEAD RIPPED FROM THe 
BANeSS NICKETS 1 UT STOPREO THE: 
Remecse 

Seve 





















NED THERE, MCGRORY AND HIS PLATOON THREW, ANSWERING SHOTS AT THE 
SONGLE'S EOGE™ SUP THE WAP Manicsnisn wene Wel EAL 
Vite JOCKS WERE OUT-N THe OPeNs OeSPERATELY EXBOSEO 


WHAT ARE THOSE TRIGGER -WARPY, SIR. THAT'S WHAT. 
FELLOWS OF OURS THey ARES | TRED LM 
GOING DOWN’ 
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ERAWFORD KNEW HOW TO HELP THEM. HE OROEREO A SIGNALLER TO SEND _GACK 
AMESSAGE TO THE BATTALION MORTAR PLATOON. ON HIS. WALKIE TAL Kia RADIOL 
IN TESS “THAN” MINUTE “THE COUGHING OF THE MORTARS WAS HEARD AND. 
BOMBS SEGAN TO EXPLODE AT THE EDGE OF THE THICKET t+ 











‘SMOKE-SOMES WERE INTERMINGLED WITH THOSE CONTAINNG HIGH EXPLOSIVE. 
SCREENED OFF, CHUNIC AND HIS COMRADES WERE AGLEJTO EXTRICATE THEMSELVES, 
FROM THE PLIGHT IN WHICH THEIR OWN RECKLESSNESS HAD LANDED THEM vss 





"SERGEANT MCGRORY, PLL “THANK YOU 
TO USE YOUR HEAD IM FUTURE AND STICK 











or 
[OU RAN TOA PROPER 
HORNE 


TSI NESTs EHS 





MEGRORY DETECTED NO VISIBLE OR AUOISLE SIGNS OF ENEMY ACTIVITY THAT] 
sor SELINGER == WHEN HE QUIETLY ASSEMOLEO NS: PLATOON FOR A MISSION THAT 
OF COWNRIGH T SKULOUGSERY 
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MEGRORY'S CONROENCE WAS MISPLACED. IAPS WERE WITHIN EARSHOT OF HIM AT 
SHAT VERY MOMENT... A STEALTHY PATROL OF Jabs UNGER THE COMMANG OF 
GERIREE Mus ONDERS TOGO ENGLISH, EVEN THE GRAND OF TT SPOKEN 

OF CHUNK AND EC « 





cy The Railway Of Death 
Chapter 2. PRIDE OF REGIMENT 


CAUTIOUSLY, CHUM AND HIS COVRADES FILED OOWN TO,THE DESERTED VuLAGE 

THEY GAINED THE STORE-HUT, ENTERED IT-TO LOAD UP WITH LOOT. THEY WERE 

STUFFING CANS QF FOOD INTO THEIR POCKETS ANO INSOE THEA SHATS WHEN A 

SUSDEN UsROaR BRouGHT ThE CROWDING To THe DOORWAY: 
Ie: 


Feros rea ea 
= oA 















YEP AT ACE! AND 


WASNA A JAP 
WITHIN MILES J 


DROP EVERYTHING. 
LADS.’ GROP EVERYTHING 








THE NEEO FOR NCGRORY'S PLATOON WAS PAST. POWERFUL JAP FORCES HAD, 
EXPLOMED THE GAP KEFT IN THE GRITIGH LINE. THE ENEMY HAD ATTACKED 0 
A NARROW FRONT ~~ SWARMED UP TO THE BREACH =~ THEN FANNED OUT TO 
ENVELOP THE BRITISH BATTALION HOLDING THE RIOGE . 





THEY'VE WORKED, 
ROUND GEHING US / 


BROKEN THROUGH THAT 
UNIT ON OUR LEFT? 
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TUS PARS HAD HURLED, FOUR GATTALIONS INTO THE ASSAULT. OUTNUMBERE 
ARSCUVEEO BECAUSE THE GEFEC TON OF AN ENTIRE PLATOON HAD LATO, 
HEM WME “OPEN TO ENCIRCLEMENT, THE BRITISH FOUGIT 4 HOPELESS BATTLE 












Tp AS NEARY, ALL OVER BY THE 


IME MEGRORY ANO HIS PLATOON STRUGGLED 
MIT OF THE. RIOGE : 








c) The Railway Of Death 


TIE, SURVIVING, OFFICERS AND. MEN OF TWO SRITIGH BATTALIONS WERE GEING 


MERGED AWAY GY BRUTAL ESCORTS...AND MCGRORY GROUND His TEETH 















HS PARTY. STARTED ACROSS THE RIOGE 
ROS. IT 


GALLANT IF 
RAGE AND. MORTIFICATION « 


























WHERE YE'VE NO RIGHT TO SE, 

SINS A PITY THe JAPS 
WAGNA WIPED” OUT ‘YOU ANS 
RAMSAY ALONG Wr 


Lc 
OUR PLATOON, Fe 
SPAROUGH YOU 








st The Railway Of Death 


GAR HAD NO ANGWER TO GALORATTWS BITTER WORDS OF C 





HOW 16 or THE 

ABS. DONA BUTCHER 

THE: WHOLE LOT 4 : i FOR SOME 
Bs aN Way por ee OF THEIRS = 





NG_SCHENE WAS" NONE OF THE CAPTIVES KNEW. NOR OID THEY NUCH 

CARE IN “THE OAYS. THAT ENSUED +. OAYS IN WHICH THEY WERE FORCE MARCHED 

THROUGH THE SWELTERING, FETIO SUNGLE TILL MANY WERE ON THE BRINK OF 
he 
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53 
SHUME OVERHEARD THAT BREF DIscUSSION.] [FoR THe FIRST TIME HIS LIFE, Cun 
Fr BROUGHT A FLUSH TO HIS FACE ~ MEGRORY. WAS EXPERIENCING "A ‘SENSE 
7 HOW Many OAYS HAVE WE BEEN 
THE 


B.S.M._ GRANT WAS RIGHT. 
te S70 BLAME “FOR HUNOREDS 
MEN BENIN THIS FIX. fe 
MTHERE. WAS) SOMETTING 
COULD. 60 "TS SQUARE 
MYSELF WI" THEM «= 


THINK VILL GE ABLE TO STICK IT OUT 


ANOTHER TWENTY-FOUR HOURS: 


Oni My Conscte 
PAUL OUT. 











PRESSURE AGAINST INDIA 














PIRIGHED HIS PRONOUNCEMENT 


4 The Railway Of Death 
RS)M,, GRANT SPOKE QUESTIONNGLSY WHEN 
MENA T= COLONSE CRAWFORD HAO Wr AS. Gur THE waPs 





SIR, SURELY IT'S_A VIOLATION 

OF THE ARTICLES OF WAR =~ 

TO EMPLOY PRISONERS FOR 
A 08 LIKE THAT > 

















TN ANOTHER PART OF THE CAMP, THE MEN OF THE BATTALION CAPTURED ALONG 
ISTENING TOA FROM THER 


WITH CRAWEC f ‘SIMILAR ADORESS. 
GOUMANONG OFFICGE. LATER, GOTH UNITS MERE DIVIDED NTO WORKING PARTIES 
ANO ISSUED WITH PICKS, SHOVELS, HAMMER! 
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WAITING "COR P ‘WAKE 
UP, OARN YE / 
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“SQUARE- SHOULOERED AND ERECT. 
FIZZER'S SQUAD MARCHED OFF AND) 
CRANFORD, WATCHING IN SURPRISE, 
WAS CONSCIOUS OF @ GLOW OF 
‘APPRECIATION +S 
















THIS HAS, TO GE SEEN To Be 


TE WAS A DEMONSTRATION OF THE SPIRIT GRITISHERS CAN SHOW IN TIMES OF 
ADVERSITY ANO IT SPREAD THROUGH THE OTHER SQUADS. THE JAPS WERE 
PERPLEXED “Sy JT... MARVELED AT iT-.- GUT IN THER. MEANLITTLE MINDS 
THEY RESENTEO IT, TOO-+s 


' PSY THE LL HAVE NO HEART FOR 
Resear tae a: Ceo ete 
Sone rans 
rates 








The Railwoy Of Death 57 


“Tad San Way GE RAT ar bas THe RAD Ue DE ES] 
Bc earns” Ree hate Sas ea AS caer ESO ee 
BET ERSTE Sas ; 














MANY DOOGES WERE DEVISED FOR HOLDING UP PROGRESS. ONE TRICK WAS TO 
BREAK YOUR PICK, OR SHOVEL, OR HAMMER. GUT i SCT! 









e 


< 


2 The Railway Of Death 








SO! UNTIE HM! ANO REMEMBER. 
MAN WHO 
HAS DONE WIL, 








BUT IT BECAME INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO FOOL THE JAPANESE. THE RAILWAY WAS 
BROUGHT CLOSER ANO CLOSER TO THE BATTLE-ZONE~= TILL ONE DAY THEY 
REALISED JUST HOW CLOSE THEY WERE / 
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CHNOITS <= THOSE MEN OF THE BRITISH FOURTEENTH ARMY WHO @PERATED AS 
'GOMMANOOS- AT SIGHT OF THEM BECOME 





CRAWFORD'S JOCKS SEEMED TO 





FALLING ON THER GUARDS, CRAWFORD AND HIS MEN LAID NTO THEM LE FURIES. 
THE PRISONERS TOOK THER LIVES IN THEIR Hé ‘SOME WENT DOWN BEFORE 
JAP BULLETS. BUT THE CHINDITS WERE SWARMING FORWARD NOW 
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BETWEEN THEM, THE PRISONERS AND THE CHINOITS DEALT WITH THE JAPS. SOON 
ICRAWFORO AND’ THE OFFICER IN COMMAND OF THE BRITISH RAIDING-PARTY 
WERE CONFERRING "TOGETHER. « 









MAYBE WE CAN HELP YOU TO 
1S SUPPLY Sve 





THE WEAPONS, THE JAP GUARDS HAD CARRIEO WERE ALREADY GENG GATHERED 
UP. CRAWEORO'S MEN QUICKLY TOOK COVER WITH THE CHINDITS» ALL WERE LYING 
IN WATT WHEN “THE SOUND OF MOTORS WAS HEARO r++ 
Laat Sees aie 
4 were tHe 
SOME, LADS! 








IE YE GET KNOCKED, 

QFE" WHEN THE FUN. 

Starts, Flezene ML 
Ta Yer Place 





‘CHEERY, 
LITTLE cuss, 
ARENT YER. | 
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FiUe GRASS FS RPL EERS, OoeT RED ES LE 
BB PRES AS TE WoO OS Ae Re he 






















PEE DENESS AND ESCORTNG NFANTRY MEN. GUNDLED FROM. THE TRUCKS, AND 
UNGED "TO THE SIDES OF THE TRAIL. THEY WERE QUICK ‘TO 
[RENPEST OF LeAG "Thay Had “enouair! THE “convoy TOA HAUT 


TT 
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FROM THE NORTH CAME THE MUTED THUNDER OF ARTILLERY. Ir TOLD OF THe 
eae GRITisw OFFENSIVE, AND IT HEARTENED THE CHINOCS. AND THE 
a "THE PRESSURE OF ENEMY REINFORCEMENTS WHEN 


cS 
THESE WERE SUMMONE AREA OF THE RALNEAD 

















aP_ATTACKS WERE GEATEN OFF BY 
(THERE WAS NOT A. CNT Leen, = x serio NO 

GRAWFORD'S. MEN HAD 'SEEN REDUCED. To COM 

SUOSENCY APPEARED ON THE TRAIC BEHIND “THEM 
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TUS_EREMS, FRONT HAD CRUMBLED: WHERE THE JAPS HAD POSSESSED, ENORMOUS 
SUPERIORIT 








BUT WHERE A CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF AMMUNITION 
STAD COUNTERBALANCED THER ADVANTAGE, ENABLING 





KEEP Goins! your 4 
RALHEAS "A FEW MLES FARTHER ON / 
THERE'S A BATTALION OF BRITISH 
PRISONERS “OF -WAR THERE ANO TLL 
GUARANTEE THEY'LL BE AS GLA 
‘TO SEE YOU AS WE WERE / 





THE UNIT WHICH HAD SHARED CAPTIVITY WITH CRAWEORD'S WAS RESCUED. NEXT 
QAY, THE EX-PRISONERS MARCHED OUT OF THE JUNGLE TO A REST AREA -— 
BENING THE BATTLE ZONE WHERE THE FOURTEENTH ARMY WAS EXPLOITING 
Fis VicTORY TO THE FULL +++ 





EGE, WRT ee els MA TORD RBY OE 
EE Hasse ee UT aN 
“ * Re NS CARRYING THEMSELVES! FE SHOWS: 
SES PenO ENS Ib FSS 
WW RE tine a eats Or 
REDE ENE ase 
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PRIDE... THAT WAS WHAT THESE ONE-TIME LOUTS FROM “ThE SHAMBLES” HAD Y 





BiscovescD IN THE VERY MOST OF DEFEAT AND GCGRADATION. "© PRIDE “THAT 
RAD CINALCY “TRANSFORMED THEMEN OF a “GACie STaEET BATTALION, SETTING| 
(YS SEAL ON THEM AS SOLDERS 








TIME FIRST IN 
DESTINED TO SHATTER THE EVIL 
AMBITIONS OF JAPAN'S | WAR-LOROS - ++ 
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ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 92 DARK JUDGMENT No. 95 FLASH-POINT 


WAR 
pigture 
Tishany 

















Give a spy enough rope and he will France had been humiliated by its 

hang himself—or destroy those who Nazi conquerers but there were 

seek to trap him ! many who were eager to fight on 
for freedom. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 93 FORCE OF ARMS 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 

May Ist, are :— 

No. 9% THE THIN BLUE LINE No. 98 NO MAN'S LAND 
No. 97 LOSER TAKES ALL No. 99 SPEARHEAD 





On Sale Monday, 17th April 
BATTLE PIcTURE LIBRARY 


I 









Oe yet ae = 
BATTLE © 
& PICTURE é 


UGRARY 
Now 





7WO Dramatic Issues Every Month 








